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LEAVING HOME

On November 8, 1951, Christian signed an 
Agricultural Labourer’s Agreement with the 
Department of Colonization of the CNR, in 
Copenhagen. It bound him to work for one 
year for a Canadian farmer. In late November, 
after purchasing a 1500 Kroner ticket (about 
$200 Canadian at the time), he traveled 
third-class from Copenhagen aboard the SS 
Oslofjorden. Eight days later, on December 
6, 1951, Christian landed in New York City.

That evening, he boarded an 8 o’clock 
overnight train to Buffalo, New York. On 
Friday, December 8, he took a morning train 
to Union Station in Toronto.

Christian remembered being terrified after he 
arrived in North America. He spoke no English 
at all, and had no idea what awaited him.
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Bennedsen Collection,
Correspondence series–14th group,

Letter Translation no. 1, November 27, 1951,
Christian Bennedsen to Anna Bennedsen

Christian Bennedsen’s Landed Immigrant
Card, issued upon his arrival in Niagara Falls,
Ontario, December 1951. Christian Bennedsen

collection. Personal documents–immigration papers.

CNR Provisional Acceptance Form,
issued in Denmark to Christian in

September 1951. Christian Bennedsen collection.
Personal documents–immigration papers.
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Christian Bennedsen’s Landed Immigrant Card, issued upon his arrival in 
Niagara Falls, Ontario, December 1951. Christian Bennedsen collection. 
Personal documents–immigration papers.

Just a few words before
I board. The ticket was
ready for me and I have
also managed to get my
baggage on board. Then
they asked me if I was 
an immigrant and I said
yes and I didn’t look up
but my bags and they
just put the stamp on
it. So that was easy.
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